
 
 
  
 
  

My NASA Data - Mini Lesson/Activity

Atmospheric Methane  

  

Student Directions

Methane is a powerful greenhouse gas that traps heat 28 times more effectively than carbon dioxide
over a 100-year timescale. The amount of methane in Earth’s atmosphere has reached record levels
in recent years. After carbon dioxide, methane is responsible for about 23% of climate change in the
twentieth century. Methane is produced under conditions where little to no oxygen is available.

Watch the Sources of Methane video for a brief introduction to sources of atmospheric methane and
learn how scientists are modeling the greenhouse gas to better understand the conditions and
activities that result in methane emissions around the world.  After watching the video, respond to the
questions below.

  

  Video: Sources of Methane  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74_8SIkx3nA&t=1s
/node/930
/node/930


 
  
  
Video

  

  

Sources of Methane | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74_8SIkx3nA | Source: NASA Climate
Change

Steps:

1. Check with your instructor on how to submit your answers.
2. Identify the range of methane emissions displayed on the model.
3. Identify and describe two anthropogenic sources of methane emissions.
4. Identify and describe two natural sources of methane emissions.

5. Develop a scientific question that could lead to an investigation about a particular source of
methane emissions.

During the video, various regions were highlighted and information was presented about
different sources of methane emissions.  One such region highlighted was the Arctic where
they identified that natural sources accounted for more than 70% of the methane emissions. 
View the next video Concentrations of Methane in Alaska that displays the fluctuation in
monthly concentrations of methane in the Alaska region for three consecutive years. 
Respond to the questions to evaluate your understanding of these natural sources.

  

  Video: Concentrations of Methane in Alaska from 2019-2021  

  
  
Video
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=74_8SIkx3nA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K_cWHtt0lY
/node/931
/node/931


 
  

  

Concentrations of Methane in Alaska from 2019-2021 | 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K_cWHtt0lY | Source: My NASA Data

1. View the video "Concentrations of Methane in Alaska" |Source: MY NASA Data |Video
Length: 1:14 | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K_cWHtt0lY

2. Identify the range of methane emissions displayed on the model. How does this compare to
the movie model?

3. Use specific data to describe a seasonal trend observed in methane emissions in the Alaska
region.

4. Explain how seasonal trends affect carbon cycling, including methane emissions in the Arctic
region.  

5. Refer to the Earth’s energy budget diagram below to discuss how methane emissions in the
Arctic are part of a positive feedback loop that is associated with an increasing rate of
warming Arctic temperatures.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K_cWHtt0lY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K_cWHtt0lY


 

Earth Energy Budget Storyboard representing shortwave and longwave radiation. Source: Image
adapted from original model developed from Loeb et al., J. Clim. 2009 & Trenberth et al., BAMS, 200
9 | https://mynasadata.larc.nasa.gov/sites/default/files/inline-
images/Earth_energy_budget_labels_only_0.png 

This mini-lesson may be used to support student understanding of a commonly used model of
Earth’s energy budget and clarify terminology used within the context of that model.  

Students should have knowledge of the electromagnetic spectrum prior to this lesson.

Sources:

1. Cassidy, E., & Stevens, J. (n.d.). Mapping methane emissions from fossil fuel exploitation.
NASA. Retrieved August 8, 2022, from 
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/149374/mapping-methane-emissio…;
 

2. MY NASA Data. Concentrations of Methane in Alaska. Retrieved August 8, 2022,
from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9K_cWHtt0lY

3. NASA's Scientific Visualization Studio. (2020, July 9). SVS: Sources of methane. Sources of
Methane. Retrieved August 8, 2022, from https://svs.gsfc.nasa.gov/4799
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My NASA Data Visualization Tool

Earth System Data Explorer
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https://larc-mynasadata-2df7cce0.projects.earthengine.app/view/earth-system-data-explorer
http://www.tcpdf.org

