My NASA Data - Mini Lesson

Energy and Matter: Aquarius Sea Surface Salinity (2011-2014)

Mini Lesson

Review the NASA Video below. This visualization shows sea surface salinity observations
(September 2011-September 2014) from the Aquarius/SAC-D mission, a collaboration between
NASA and the Space Agency of Argentina. The data is shown on a spinning globe.

Answer the following questions:

. What is salinity?

. Why is salinity important in the water cycle and in ocean circulation?

. In the video, what color represents high salinity values? Low?

. Where do you see the greatest concentrations of low salinity values? High salinity values?

. Based on what you know about the water cycle, what causes changes in the salinity values?

. Create a narration script that describes your observations over the course of this 30 second
video.
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Teachers who are interested in receiving the answer key, please contact MND from your school
email address at larc-mynasadata@mail.nasa.gov.
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