
Procedure for obtaining & Procedure for obtaining & 
comparing Cloud Coverage and comparing Cloud Coverage and 

Precipitation Data UsingPrecipitation Data Using
MY NASA MY NASA DATADATA’’ss
Live Access ServerLive Access Server



Step 1Step 1

On the main web On the main web 
page, under page, under 
Create Your Own Create Your Own 
Microsets, click Microsets, click 
links to Live links to Live 
Access ServerAccess Server

Click on Click on 
AtmosphereAtmosphere



Step 2Step 2

Click on Click on Clouds Clouds 



Step 3Step 3

Click on Click on Cloud Cloud 
CoverageCoverage



Step 4Step 4

Select the box for Select the box for 
Monthly Cloud Monthly Cloud 
Coverage for Coverage for 
Cirrus (ISCCP)  Cirrus (ISCCP)  

Click on NEXT (this Click on NEXT (this 
is located to the is located to the 
right of the page in right of the page in 
red) red) 



Step 5Step 5

In the In the Select ViewSelect View dropdrop--down menu, highlight down menu, highlight 
Time SeriesTime Series
In the In the Select OutputSelect Output dropdrop--down menu, highlight down menu, highlight 
Line PlotLine Plot
In the In the Select RegionSelect Region dropdrop--down menu, highlight down menu, highlight 
Full Region (default)Full Region (default)
The coordinates' box is shaped like a The coordinates' box is shaped like a 

compass. compass. 
–– In theIn the NorthNorth position's box, type 36 N. This sets position's box, type 36 N. This sets 

the northern boundary for the plot. the northern boundary for the plot. 
–– In the In the SouthSouth position's box, type 36 S. This sets position's box, type 36 S. This sets 

the southern boundary for the plot. the southern boundary for the plot. 
–– In the In the EastEast position's box, type 86 W and press position's box, type 86 W and press 

Enter on your keyboard. This will automatically Enter on your keyboard. This will automatically 
set the corresponding West position's box with set the corresponding West position's box with 
the same value. the same value. 

–– If there is a Go button, click the button. If there is a Go button, click the button. 

Select TimeSelect Time: only change the time entry on the : only change the time entry on the 
second row so that the time period ranges second row so that the time period ranges 
from Aug 15 1998 to May 15 1999.from Aug 15 1998 to May 15 1999.

Click on NEXT (this is located to the right of Click on NEXT (this is located to the right of 
the page in red).the page in red).



Step 6Step 6

On the left side menu, On the left side menu, 
there are two tabs.  there are two tabs.  
Select the tab Select the tab 
““compare twocompare two””

This will allow the LAS This will allow the LAS 
to compare two to compare two 
datasets at the same datasets at the same 
timetime



Step 7Step 7

After clicking on the After clicking on the 
““compare twocompare two”” tab this tab this 
is the screen you is the screen you 
should seeshould see

By default the second By default the second 
dataset is the same as dataset is the same as 
the first, so we must the first, so we must 
change the 2change the 2ndnd dataset dataset 
to the one we wantto the one we want



Step 8Step 8

Next to the Next to the 
Number 2, click on Number 2, click on 
DatasetDataset.  This .  This 
takes you back out takes you back out 
the screen where the screen where 
you initially chose you initially chose 
your datasetyour dataset

Click on Click on 
AtmosphereAtmosphere



Step 9Step 9

Click on Click on 
PrecipitationPrecipitation



Step 10Step 10

Choose Choose Monthly Monthly 
Precipitation Precipitation 
(CMAP)(CMAP)

Click on NEXT Click on NEXT 
(this is located (this is located 
to the right of to the right of 
the page in red) the page in red) 



Step 11Step 11

Highlighted in yellow are the Highlighted in yellow are the 
coordinates for Variable 2.  coordinates for Variable 2.  
The The viewview, , regionregion and and time time 
rangerange remain the same remain the same 
selections as they were for selections as they were for 
Variable 1.  Variable 1.  
In the In the SelectSelect OutputOutput dropdrop--
down menu, highlight down menu, highlight 
Overlap plotOverlap plot
Enter the same coordinates Enter the same coordinates 
as before, since we want to as before, since we want to 
compare different data at the compare different data at the 
same locationsame location
Click on NEXT (this is located Click on NEXT (this is located 
to the right of the page in to the right of the page in 
red) red) 



Step 12Step 12

The graph will appear The graph will appear 
in a popin a pop--up window.  up window.  
Note: some browsers Note: some browsers 
have a pophave a pop--up up 
blocker.  Be sure popblocker.  Be sure pop--
ups are enabled for ups are enabled for 
this site or press and this site or press and 
hold the Ctrl key and hold the Ctrl key and 
click Next.click Next.
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